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Message from the Executive Director
mark CRCDD’s 40th Anniversary in 2016.
In March, the Board of Directors were
offered an introduction to the Council of
Quality Leadership’s Personal Outcome
Measures (POMs). The presentation
was well received and the Board voted
unanimously to have CRCDD embrace the
philosophy that each individual receiving
service be allowed to formulate their own
direction (Myself), associate and interact
with the people they want (My World) and
to be inspired to do the things that they
want to do (My Dreams).
Kevin M. Meade, Executive Director

It is with great pleasure I present to you the
new Community Resource Center for the
Developmentally Disabled, Inc. (CRCDD)
Newsletter. We are pleased to share with
you stories, articles and events from around
the agency.
It has been quite a year for CRCDD. This
time, last year, we were preparing for our
move to our brand new administrative
offices. On August 22, 2014, we moved
into The Atrium located in Hutchinson
Metro Center. As the first tenants in the
building, the agency can truly say, “We
were there first!”
We were pleased to find such beautiful
space in the Bronx and proud to be a small
part of this major business revitalization.
We have also moved further into the realm
of social media by refurbishing our website
to make it more interactive and we created a
CRCDD Facebook page.
All of these moves have set the stage for
the agency to begin to do fundraising. We
will be doing a Bowl-a-thon on September
12, 2015 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Jib
Lanes, located at 67-19 Parsons Blvd in
Flushing. Also, we are really excited about
putting together a special Gala Event to

Lastly, and on a bittersweet note, we
announce the retirement of Robert A.
Cutting, Associate Executive Director at the
end of June.
Bob has been with CRCDD for 29 years and
diligently served the agency as Program
Specialist, Human Resources Director
and as my right hand man as Associate
Executive Director.
The consummate professional, Bob has
helped shape the future of CRCDD and
leaves a void that will be tough to fill. In my
Kevin M. Meade, Executive Director, stands in front of
the new office located at 1776 Eastchester Road.

Robert A. Cutting proudly served CRCDD for 29 years
as Program Specialist, Human Resources Director and
Associate Executive Director.

life, I have not met a more intelligent and
caring individual than Bob. I am proud to
say he was my colleague but even more
proud to say he was and remains my friend.
We wish Bob well as he enters a new phase
of his life.

CRCDD Enjoys Another
Rewarding HEC Retreat

In May, our individuals enjoyed another

HEC retreat at Mariondale Retreat House
in Ossining, NY with friends. Hosted by
Handicapped Encounter Christ (HEC),
individuals sang, prayed, danced and
shared many thoughts and feelings as they
gathered around friends.
On Saturday, we enjoyed a game of
wheelchair baseball, which lasted 2 full
innings and ended with a tie score of
25! On Sunday, we welcomed guests for
Mass, dinner and the Hoot, which offered
many prizes. We later put on costumes
and performed skits that depicted our
experiences so far on the weekend.
Everyone packed their bags early on
Monday morning then enjoyed a full day
of activities, which included a Jello-eating
contest. Our reigning champion, Alfred,
came in second place this year but he was
happy with his performance.
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Angelo Badias: “An Experience Like No Other”
retreat goers as his HEC family, which always
puts a smile on his face.
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Jermaine and Lydia also joined in on the Jello
fun. Rafael was content with his partner, Father
Joyce, as he was able to reflect on the recent
passing of one of our friends. Warren enjoyed
the food and spent a lot of time visiting new
and old friends throughout the weekend. It was
also a pleasure to see Ayana dance and laugh
every chance she had.
Overall, our HEC Retreat was another spiritual
and rewarding experience.

CRCDD Welcomes Kathleen
Macias-Torres as New
Associate Executive Director

Angelo Badias

CRCDD Program Participant Angelo Badias’

recent experience at the HEC Retreat has
outshined his past retreat getaways after
Angelo spent a few days meeting new friends,
catching up with old ones and winning a
prize. The HEC Retreat, held at Mariondale
Retreat House in Ossining, NY is hosted by
Handicapped Encounter Christ, an organization
that focuses on individuals sharing their
thoughts and experiences while building
friendships.
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Keeping in touch with HEC friends throughout
the year through letter writing and phone calls,
Angelo says there is nothing like meeting
friends face-to-face. Angelo enjoys the HEC
Retreats’ friendly atmosphere and considers
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This year’s HEC Retreat brought an added
smile to Angelo’s face when he was
announced the winner of an HEC raffle. The
raffle prize was a 32-inch flat screen TV.
Angelo’s excitement was twofold — first
for being named the actual winner and
second because he needed a TV after his
malfunctioned a few months ago and he didn’t
have the funds to purchase a new one. Now
that Angelo has a new TV, he has generously
decided to share his upcoming birthday gift
his mother promised to send him — a new
TV! Angelo informed everyone that when his
mother sends the TV he would place it in the
livingroom for all his housemates to enjoy.
Angelo is looking forward to HEC’s annual
picnic in August where he again can meet
with friends, go swimming, play games and
enjoy delicious food. He is already securing
transportation plans to the picnic, as well as
filling out his application for the next HEC
Retreat. He expresses that these events are
what he looks forward to all year long. He
explains, “It’s an experience like no other.”

JOBS IN THE COMMUNITY
Kathleen Macias-Torres

Join CRCDD in welcoming Kathleen

Macias-Torres as our new Associate Executive
Director. Since 1997, Kathleen, who is a
Bronx native, has been providing advocacy,
resources and services to the residents of
New York City. She also has 14 years of
executive management and supervisory
experience administrating programs that serve
children, youth and adults with developmental
disabilities.
Among Kathleen’s many achievements include
the successful launch of a day care center
in the Bronx for individuals with intellectual
disabilities and establishing a new volunteer
program that saved the organization at
least $80,000 a year. She is also credited
with developing relationships with major
corporations resulting in over $30,000 in
donations.
Kathleen brings executive administration
experience in human resources, budgeting,
program operations and fundraising. She is a
result-driven individual and we are pleased to
have her on our team.

Florence Street IRA Celebrates Hard Working Crew

CRCDD’s Florence Street IRA is home

to some very special individuals who have
joined the community’s workforce. For more
than 15 years, CRCDD has been working in
collaboration with YAI’s Job Coaches to help
individuals find employment, learn new skills
and achieve the fullest life possible.
We are very proud of three hard working adults
— James M. Ayana C. and Ralph F. — who
all live at Florence Street IRA and are all
employed! As part of the working community,
they have become very familiar with a daily
work routine, as well as the challenges and
rewards of hard work.
James, one of our seniors at 71 years of age,
has worked for over 30 years in community
work sites, including Glen Island, and is still
engaged in maintenance work in Yonkers
Parks. Jimmy’s work has enabled him to
develop friends in the community and he is
justifiably proud of his good work record and
accomplishments.
Ayana and Ralph both work for Shop Rite,

which has supported efforts to engage
developmentally challenged individuals in
meaningful work in the community for many
years.
Ayana works as a check-out assistant/bagger
in Shop Rite’s Scarsdale location. Her hard
work makes it possible for Ayana to develop
more independence and to participate in
community activities.
Ralph has been working for Shop Rite for
five years and currently works at Shop
Rite’s New Rochelle location as a check-out
assistant/bagger and re-stocker. Work affords
him a higher degree of independence and
opportunities to socialize with friends in the
community.
CRCDD Program Manger Tyrone W. Alvarez
oversees the work program and guides its
participants like James, Ayana and Ralph
through the “ups and downs” of work life. It
comes with great pride watching our Florence
Street IRA residents work hard and take pride
in their accomplishments.

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015
1-4 PM

		

Join our FUN-raiser

Bowling, Shoes and Food all included
*Tickets/Donation: $25 per person
Children under the age of 12 are FREE

Sponsorship Opportunities Available!
For more information on the event please contact CRCDD at 718-292-1705
Sponsorship Opportunities: Elsie H. Rodriguez, ext. 3430 or ERodriguez@crcdd.org
Ticketing: Jackie Robles, ext. 3426 or JRobles@crcdd.org
*Tickets and donations can be made at www.crcdd.org
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Family, Friends and Co-workers
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