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Community Resource Center for the Developmentally Disabled, Inc.

"Opening Doors To FirstClass Care"

March 2016 Newsletter
From the Executive Director
Kevin M. Meade
"Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month" is
celebrated every March and was enacted by President
Ronald Reagan in 1987 to celebrate the inclusion of
persons with developmental disabilities into
mainstream society.
One of its focuses is to raise awareness about the
barriers that people with developmental disabilities still
face and how we, as a caring society, can assists
them to overcome those barriers.
I'm reminded how our founder, and first Executive Director, Sr. Barbara Eirich, assisted in
breaking down barriers in 1976 by opening one of two Intermediate Care Facilities for twelve
young people with developmental disabilities in the Bronx. Many people thought she was crazy
to move people with such physical and medical managements needs into the community in
apartment settings.
Sr. Barbara was a trail blazer and an innovator. Instead of saying "We can't do this." she often
would say, "It seems to me that there ought to be a way to do this." With this thought she took
people from the Willowbrook State School on Staten Island and brought them back to the Bronx,
closer to their families.
Seven residences and sixty individuals later, the model she developed forty years ago still
stands for quality care, family and community inclusion.
As part of my message, I would be remiss if I didn't mention and offer special good wishes to
Health Services Coordinator Christine Foschini, RN, who will be retiring at the end of the month.
For a total of thirtyfour years, Tina has helped provide the wonderful medical services to the
people in our care.
Tina, it has been challenging but it has also been fun. You lived Sr. Barbara's mantra of, "There
has to be a way" and for that everyone here offers you their heartfelt thanks and best wishes!
God Bless Sr. Barbara, God Bless Tina and the many hands that have come to work with the
individuals in our care and God Bless all individuals with developmental disabilities.

March Is Developmental Disabilities
Awareness Month
We asked some of our CRCDD family to speak on
camera about what the term "developmental disabilities"

means, and what the public should know about it.
Click To See What Our CRCDD Family Has To Say

CRCDD On BronxNet TV
40 Years Of Service
Executive Director, Kevin Meade and CRC staff were
featured on the Bronxnet Channel speaking about
CRC's forty years of commitment serving individuals
with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities.
Click To See The Interviews

CRCDD Direct Care Staff Speaks
Out At Bronx Legislative Breakfast
CRC's own Latia Rodgers spoke at the recent Bronx
DD Council's Legislative Breakfast. A focus of the
meeting was to promote the need for a uniform $15 per
hour minimum wage for direct care professionals.
Click To See CRCDD At The Bronx DD Council

Celebrating Service

Seated in front: Marion Aytch (33 yrs), Kevin Meade (33 yrs), Maria Chavier (30 yrs)
Back row: Christine Foschini (30 yrs), Ethel McDonald (36 yrs), Laura Marcano (34 yrs),
and Elsie Rodriguez (32 yrs)
Not in the picture: Donna Brown (30 yrs)
CRC recently honored some amazing staff who have served our individuals for more than thirty
years. The January 29 event honored the staff with gold pins and a luncheon for their dedication
to CRC. It was a joyous and emotional event. The honorees shared their stories about working
for CRC, especially Marion Atych (parent and a Direct Support Professional) who cried as she
received a pin from her son, Sidney Jackson. Marion expressed how much CRC has helped her
with her son, Sidney, and said this is one of he reasons she came to work for CRC.

Sidney Jackson gives the pin to his
Mom Marion

Maria Chavier received her service pin from
Vivienne Whyte
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